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to him, and no public financier superior; nor any man in the high
places of state who possessed a richer culture of mind and soul,
or had a deeper perception of what the dignity of human nature
consisted in. The house of commons did for him much, but he
also did much for the house of commons; as Balfour very truly
said on this occasion, ehe raised in the public estimation the whole
level of our proceedings9. There have been potent figures in that
assembly since; but none has known how to rivet, as he and Dis-
raeli did, the attention of the whole country from day to day.
In 1900 two very important events occurred—the foundation
of the labour party in February, and a general election in early
October, at which the unionists renewed their mandate for
another term of years. We saw in the previous chapter, how in
January 1893 the 'Independent Labour Party9 was formed, and
how, although christened a 'party5, it never became much more
than a socialist propaganda-society—one among others, though
the most popular. The body formed in 1900 was not so am-
bitiously christened, and did not assume its present name until
1906. But it was, from the start, a party in the real sense. Far
more than the I.L.P., it was what Keir Hardie, the LL.P.'s
first leader, had been aiming at since 1887. Yet without the
I.L.P.'s preparation of the ground, it could scarcely have come
into being; and for many years afterwards the two bodies played
parts complementary to each other. The great lock-out of
engineers in 1897 ^^ been followed in 1898 by the election
of G. N. Barnes, a member of the I.L.P., to be general secretary
of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, then still the premier
trade union. Other I.L.P. men were becoming prominent in the
Trade Union Congress about the same time; and the startling
performance of the German socialists in the 1898 Reichstag
elections (where they polled 3 million votes and won 50 seats)
was also not unnoticed. So in 1899 the congress by resolution
decided to call a conference of delegates from 'Co-operative,
Socialistic, Trade Union, and other working-class organizations'
to 'devise ways and means for the securing of an increased
number of Labour members in the next Parliament9. The co-
operators could not come, but delegates of the three socialist
societies and over half a million trade unionists conferred (27-28
February 1900) in London at the Memorial Hall in Farringdon
Street. What they set up was called the 'Labour Representation
Committee* (L.R.C.); its secretary was an I.L.P. delegate,

